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PEACE EDUCATION AROUND THE WORLD

Learning from the Past for the Future
Edited by Robin Burns & Magnus Haavelsrud

This book was inspired by the 50th anniversary of the Peace Education Commission of the International
Peace Research Association and the 2023 revision of the UNESCO Recommendation on Education for
International Understanding, Co-operation and Peace, and Education related to Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms, both 1974 landmark events in the field. Over the past 50 years the field has
evolved substantially, and this new volume provides historical reflections on the origins of our work as
well as future directions.

This essential anthology provides critical and reflective accounts of peace education in contexts around
the world through 30+ chapters featuring researchers, educators, and activists from every inhabited
continent, including timely contributions from Palestine and Israel, Ukraine and Russia. It casts light on
the ways in which peace education has been prioritized in educational activities in diverse contexts, and
of the importance of critical learning across formal, informal and non-formal settings. Historical,
contextual accounts illustrate how peace education has responded to both pedagogical and institutional
challenges. The critical need to address both structural and cultural violence in the search for planetary
transformation is highlighted, as well as the importance of promoting ‘cognitive justice’ and work with
indigenous knowledges.

The book includes many authors’ accounts of their beginnings in the field, and the activities and ideas
they have developed and practiced. Several chapters honor the contributions of recently departed
colleagues, including Robert Aspeslagh, Mario Borrelli, Johan Galtung, Betty Reardon, and Olga
Vorkunova.

About the Editors

Robin Burns (PhD) was Executive Secretary of the Peace Education Commission of IPRA (1983-87). She
and Robert Aspeslagh co-edited Three Decades of Peace Education Around the World (1996). She has
published widely in peace, development and multicultural education. Magnus Haavelsrud was Co-
Founder of the Peace Education Commission of IPRA (Executive Secretary 1974-79) and the Global
Campaign for Peace Education. His writings on peace include studies in political socialization and
educational sociology.

Praise

“I commend the authors and editors and recommend the book to all readers interested in building the educative
practice and the moral purpose of intervention to construct a violence-rejecting culture for humanity.” — Joseph Lo
Bianco, Professor Emeritus, Language and Literacy, University of Melbourne, Australia

“Through its critical scholarship and reflective narratives from practitioners around the world, this volume offers both
historical grounding and forward-looking insight, as well as key questions for the future direction of the
field.” — Stephanie Knox Steiner, PhD, Assistant Professor of Peace and Conflict Studies & Peace Education
Academic Coordinator, University for Peace, Costa Rica

“From the informal to the formal, from the personal to the political, from colleagues and friends old and new, Peace
Education Around the World is a truly global look at a field of vital and growing importance to our planetary
sustenance. Essential to both the newcomer and the seasoned elder, this collection complements any reading list on
building peace with justice in our times. A must-read!”- Matt Meyer. Secretary-General, International Peace
Research Association

“As peace education needs to address the multiple forms of direct, structural, and cultural violence faced locally and
globally in a pluriverse, this book provides knowledge, insight, thought-provoking examples, possible routes, and
critical questions for the present and future of the field.” - Anita Yudkin. UNESCO Chair on Education for Peace,
University of Puerto Rico

“This book is more than a collection of chapters, | believe this book is a tribute to the human spirit, to those who have
dedicated their lives to building peace through education, empathy, and action.” - Rajib Timalsina. Assistant
Professor of Conflict, Peace and Development Studies at Tribhuvan University (Nepal). Co-secretary General of
Asia-Pacific Peace Research Association (APPRA)
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