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Introduction 
With the rise of authoritarianism, formal education has come under attack around the world. In 
the US, DEI has been singled out as threat to American exceptionalism; freedom of speech is 
curtailed in the name of national security; universities whose curricula and policies don't align with 
their prevailing ideology are defunded; and students and faculty are threatened with 
deportations. These developments reflect the ascent of a post-truth era, including the 
weaponization of disinformation, that has been coupled with a rising political culture of anti-
intellectualism that seeks to discredit the rigorous work and critical analysis of the academic 
community. These actions pose an existential threat to the future of education, devaluing it as a 
space for open inquiry, critical reflective thinking, and moral and ethical development. The 
repercussions of these threats to institutions of learning will have deep ripple effects upon the 
democratic fabric of societies.  
 
This edited volume seeks to investigate the present moment within a broader historical context 
toward identifying the root causes of these attacks on academia. With this critical contextual 
awareness as a starting point, the volume seeks to bring attention to the role of peace education 
and peace studies as vital interventions within formal and non-formal educational spaces to 
support transformative resistance to protect the future of education and democracy.  
 
Thematic Structure of the Book 
Chapter proposals should address one of the following organizing themes: 
 
1. Authoritarianism and its relationship to education (problem analysis) 
What is the historical and present-day relationship between authoritarianism and education? 
Chapters in this section provide historical and/or theoretical understanding of the rise of 
authoritarianism and its impact on formal and non-formal education. Case studies from various 
contexts (formal: k-12, higher education / non-formal: NGO, community-based / spatial/temporal: 
country specific, national, regional, international, and historical examples) are invited to illustrate 
patterns and trends of the problem.  



 

2. Pedagogies of transformative resistance 
What pedagogical approaches are most effective in nurturing human agency for transformative 
resistance?  Chapters in this section should provide theory, analysis, and case studies of a wide 
range of transformative pedagogies, including, but not limited to prefigurative, critical, post-
critical, comprehensive, service learning, direct action, and democratic pedagogies and practices.  
 
3. Curricular approaches to transformative resistance 
What should be taught to support critical understanding and awareness of authoritarianism as 
well as transformative resistance? What should students know and be able to do?  Chapters in this 
section will explore the relevant content and skills of the learning and curricula through theory, 
analysis, and case studies. 
 
4. Institutional responses & institutional reform 
What role should educational institutions play in society? How might educational institutions 
confront authoritarianism?  The rise of authoritarianism and fascism calls into question the role 
and purpose that formal education, especially higher education, should play in society. What 
action might be taken to reclaim higher education from narrow and anti-intellectual agendas, such 
as neoliberalism and fascism, before it’s too late?  What efforts or strategies might be pursued to 
uplift academic research, critical scholarship, and critical pedagogies as beneficial to the whole of 
society?  What should be the basic foundations of a liberal, humanist education needed to 
“question dominant narratives” and to engage in open, authentic inquiry? How might institutional 
agency be generated to create institutional change? The chapters in this section will draw from 
educational philosophy, ethics, theory, and case studies. 
 
5. Non-formal strategies and responses  
What role should non-formal education play in support of transformative resistance to 
authoritarianism? Formal education is not a panacea. Chapters in this section will offer case 
studies and proposals for non-formal educational approaches and responses (community, NGO, 
faith-based, and others). How might learning be taken outside the formal institutions and into 
streets and communities? How might NGOs & CSOs cooperate with and influence formal 
educational spaces?   
 
Proposal Process 
The editors invite 900-word abstracts outlining the proposed chapter, including where the 
proposed chapter fits in the thematic structure of the handbook. The abstracts will be peer 
reviewed and invitations for full chapters will be sent to the prospective authors. The initial draft 
of the chapter will be reviewed, and the reviews will be sent to the authors for possible revision, 
leading to the final submission of the chapter. 
 
Proposals should include: 

• 900-word abstract 
• Identification of relevant book thematic 
• A short list of key references 
• A short biography of the author (in addition to the 900-word abstract) 



 

 
Please email your proposal to info@peaceknowledgepress.com with the subject heading: 
Transformative Resistance Abstract 
 
Timeline 

• Chapter proposals due: December 1, 2026 
• Selection of abstracts and chapter invitations sent: March 1, 2027 
• 5,000-word draft chapters due: June 1, 2027 
• Reviewed chapters with requests for revision sent: September 1, 2027 
• Final draft of chapters due: December 1, 2027 
• Publication date: early 2028 

 
If you have any questions, please email Tony Jenkins at jenkins@i-i-p-e.org  
 
About the Editors 
 
Tony Jenkins, PhD, is an internationally recognized scholar, educator, and leader in peace 
education and global educational development. Since 2001, he has served as Managing Director 
of the International Institute on Peace Education (IIPE), and since 2007 he has coordinated the 
Global Campaign for Peace Education (GCPE). As Assistant Professor in the Program on Justice and 
Peace Studies at Georgetown University, Dr. Jenkins integrates scholarship, teaching, and public 
engagement to advance transformative approaches to peacebuilding and social change. His work 
is distinguished by its integration of research and practice and by a sustained commitment to 
building the institutions, partnerships, and educational frameworks needed to cultivate more just, 
peaceful, and sustainable societies. 
 
Dale Snauwaert is Professor of Educational Philosophy and Peace Studies at The University of 
Toledo. He is the Founding Editor of In Factis Pax: Online Journal of Peace Education and Social 
Justice and author and editor of a number of books and articles, including the International 
Handbook of Peace Education (forthcoming), Teaching Peace as a Matter of Justice, Reclaimative 
Post-Conflict Justice: Democratizing Justice in The World Tribunal on Iraq (with Janet 
Gerson),  Human Rights Education Beyond Universalism and Relativism (with Fuad Al 
Daraweesh), Betty A. Reardon: A Pioneer in Education for Peace and Human Rights, and Betty A. 
Reardon: Key Texts in Gender and Peace, Exploring Betty A. Reardon’s Perspective on Peace, among 
others.  His core interests are political philosophy and educational theory with particular work in 
theories of justice, democracy, peace and human rights education, nonviolence and corrective 
justice, and teaching through a pedagogy of reflective inquiry. 
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